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Minutes of the Parish Council Meeting

Held in the Stillington Community Centre

Lowson Street, Stillington

Wednesday 21st May 2014
Present

Chair: Cllr. J Turner 
Cllrs:  B Bardsley, J Davies, D Foster, K Johnson, J Lithgo,

Mrs. G Dunn, Clerk
1.
Apologies for Absence
There were apologies for absence from Cllr. P Rogers
2.
Declarations of Interest in Items on the Agenda

There were none.
4.
Public Discussion
No members of the Public attended
5.
Planning Applications
14/1212/COU
The Old Vicarage, Morrison Street, Stillington
Change of use from dwelling house (use class C3) to a children's home (use class C2)
Cllr. Turner and the Clerk outlined developments connected with this planning application since the Parish Council meeting on 6th May.

Cllr. Turner had attended a meeting with a representative of Spark of Genius and some local residents and the Headteacher of William Cassidi Primary School.  She outlined the discussion that had taken place.
A planning application for the proposals had been submitted by Spark of Genius to SBC.

The Clerk had collated all of the questions asked by local residents at or since the meeting on 6th May and had submitted these to Spark of Genius and SBC.  Responses had been provided by Spark of Genius but not by SBC as yet.

Despite a number of requests by the Clerk, the SBC Planning Department has only circulated details of the planning application to residents in Stillington living north of the railway line rather than to the whole village.

The Parish Council has printed additional copies of the planning notice and these have been distributed to all residents not covered by the SBC circulation.  The Parish Council has also distributed a summary of the responses from Spark of Genius to all residents in the Parish and made the more detailed questions and answers available on the Parish Council website.

The Councillors discussed the plans and the opinions of local residents and agreed to object to the planning application on the following grounds:-

1. Vehicle access in and out of the property – this will be required at numerous times during the day as shifts change and as the residents are transported to and from school and other activities.  As access is across a busy section of footpath – particularly when children are coming to and from school, there is a risk that there will be an accident.  Visibility from the driveway of the Old Vicarage is poor and the footpath in this area is narrow. 


The Clerk agreed to contact the Planning department of SBC and request a site visit by the Planning Committee at an appropriate time of day.

2. Anti Social Behaviour, the lack of Police Officers in the area and the slow response to incidents in the area.  Councillors were concerned that there could be an increase in ASB – possibly from residents in the home and possibly from local youths who are attracted to the home and the neighbouring churchyard.  As our current PSCO may be removed from the area and may not be replaced and as response times to incidents in the area are often quite slow there is concern that even a small increase in ASB could be very detrimental to the Parish
3. Lack of provision for teenagers in the Parish – the two youth clubs in Stillington had ceased due to withdrawal of funding.  There are already a large number of teenagers in the Parish and very little for them to do.  Support from SBC for the proposed MUGA is not coming forth very quickly.  The information from Spark of Genius indicates that they would like children to integrate but there are no structured activities where this could happen.

4. Lack of public transport – the current public transport system is very tenuous and could be stopped at any time if it is not financially viable.  This could affect families who want to visit their children in the home and also residents who want to use public transport as they get older and gain independence.

5. Future policy – Members are concerned that if the house is not used as a children’s home in the future then it could be developed by SBC for some other purpose such as a centre for young offenders or as a bail hostel.

The Clerk agreed to draft a letter of objection to SBC and circulate it to Members by the end of May.

12.
Councillors Reports and Items for Future Agenda
There were none.
18.
Date of Next Meeting

The next meeting of the Parish Council will take place on Tuesday 3rd June 2014 in the Stillington Community Centre.
Signed: ………………………………………..  Dated: ………………………….…….

Proposed: …………………………………… Seconded: ……………………………….
